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Certified Data Processing Contractors Product

By Stephen Covert, President of Certified Data Processing Contractors

and a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) in the State of Oklahoma

Certified Data Processing Contractors, Inc. (CDPC) is a software company that has concentrated in the software development area on Personal Computers (PC) for the banking industry.  As you well know, the PC is a very powerful machine and has replaced many mainframe development projects.

I, Stephen “Steve” Covert, President of CDPC and a CPA, am an expert on PC and mainframe computers with the development, maintenance and implementation of many projects.  The last employer was with IBM as a System Engineer out of the Chicago office.  I wrote many products for IBM like the identification of errors and notification of operators that they may have an error. Also, this system finds the person who needs to be notified about this problem.  If the operator does not take action within an average of 30 minutes, then it is my duty to cancel the program that is causing the problem before it creates a larger problem.

CDPC has been in existence for more the ten years.  However, during most of its existence, CDPC has provided corporate entities with expert mainframe computer personnel that match the corporate requirements.  During this time CDPC made about a 1/5 million a year, but currently it does not earn any income from placing mainframe computer personnel.

Before CDPC existed, Ben Franklin Stegall and I wrote several PC assembler software packages, as well as a new language in assembler.  We called the new language ZEN.  ZEN has approximately1600 verbs.  These verbs helped with the development speed of a software product in assembler.  In order to understand the significant of verbs, the average computer language has only 40 to 60 verbs.  Also, ZEN uses code modification and knowledge of the linkage editor to reduce the size and speed of the language.

More than ten years ago, I was certain that the Internet lacked the security required for banks and the banking customers.  I knew that the use of the Internet was the key factor in identity theft.   I confirmed my theory with Bill Phillips, who is with Chase Bank technology in Chicago, Illinois and an expert of Internet problems.  Also, Richard Ledbetter has confirmed that the use of the Internet has made identity theft a very popular crime in this country.  Richard is an independent expert on loans in Midwest City, Oklahoma.

If the federal bank has proper documentation, then the bank will not loose a penny to the thieves because the federal government protects federal banks and the state government protects state banks.  The bank protects their customers as a service.  However, the banking protection only extents to the bank’s customer on banking matter.  This system protects the banking customer from identity thief on all matters beyond the bank.  We have made a place in the software that the banking customer may store other information like account information and passwords.  We scramble the other information that the customer provides like we scramble the bank customer’s information.

The software scrambles each bank record of the banking customer in transmission and storage.  Also, we scramble the bank’s information in transmission and storage, but we only protect banking information.  The banker never touches the computer software in their daily operations and uses the computer for reports or fraud investigation, only if needed.

Advertising the Bank’s Internet Services does not make the bank more secure.  The thieves have become more educated and sophisticated in their attacks.  The thieves are not limited to a geography boundary that most lawyers must obey.  An average lawyer is license by the state that he wishes to practice his vocation and is very expensive to engage in a lawsuit. In some cases, if you get the attorney general of your state to take interest in your case, then this attorney must convince another state attorney to pursuit your case.   Most cases have to go to homeland security or FBI because of the law, and they do not have the time to investigate the bank customers.  But the thief can be any place in the world.

That is why identity theft has become the number one crime in the United States.  It is so easy to steal the identity of a person using the Internet.  As a matter of fact, mass media news, commercials and dramas have identity theft as the major issue for viewing.  But, even more important is that the banking consumer is faced with identity theft on a daily basis.

I wrote the banking software in PC assembler with the help of ZEN verbs.  This software goes around the Internet and Internet Service Provider (ISP) that all users must have when using the Internet.  The average thieves usually needs a third party to commit their crimes.  The banking software does not use a third party for security reasons.

The banking software scrambles each record using different methods in the same conversation.  Also, the software uses local phone lines for the client protection.  The potential thieves may have as many as 4,672,000 transactions to decode in a single transmission section.  The thief must be online and local to intercept the transaction the customer transmits.  However, these protections only embolden some thieves.

We have additional security on our PC machines.  We build each PC machine in Oklahoma City that the banks are required to use to conduct their communication business.  We do not put anything on the device including USB devices that will allow the removal of data by anyone.  Also, we attach a lock that can be opened only by the manager of the bank or us.  Thus, the thieves must have special knowledge to get the information from the bank and this does not include the scrambling of the records in storage. 

Also, we limit the information we put on the PC machine that is used by the bank.  For example, we only have the last four digits of the account for security.  We force the thief to know both the last four digit of the account number, password and name to get the information off the disk.  Once the thief has stolen the bank’s computer the account holder needs to change his password at some other location like the library or bank.  We use the e-mail address provided by the bank to notify the account holder of the theft.

As you know to have secured communications; the communications must be secured at both ends of the phone line.  But, I needed a cheaper way to distribute the software to the bank’s customers.  At first, I had the idea of distributing to business customers through CPA and attorneys.  This idea lead to large lists of all CPA and attorneys that have a business phone in the United States by zip code.

Over the years, I have provided Calvin Campbell of Verizon in Tulsa the technical expertise that is essential for his success.  Then, Calvin came up with the idea of distributing the banking software through the Bank’s Internet Site. His idea of selling to the banks has become critical to CDPC’s success.  The banks would distribute the software through the Banks Internet Site, even though the banking software circumvents the Internet.  What an idea!

The company will bill the individual banking customer account though a detail invoice containing the bank’s customer who have signed up for the software.  This detail will be in two formats, one format for bank filing and the other format can be used by the bank’s computer system.  The company will receive a check once a month from participating banks, once the bank has gone to the customer account to collect the money.

The bank lends their reputation to the banking software.  The bank will not recommend any software that does not work for their customers.  The bank will be very cautious.  Before they will put the bank’s name on any banking software, it must be dependable.  The bank will test the banking software.  Any error must be fixed before the banks will give us permission to put the software on the Internet Site.

One of the advantages of using the Bank’s Internet Site is that the phone number for the bank is scrambled and imbedded in the software.  The above average thief knows how to get around these precautions, so identity theft is a never-ending battle to secure the bank’s assets.  But, Calvin’s idea makes the software more dependable, secure and keeps the cost down to the bank’s customers.

The customers of the CPAs or attorneys need only to refer to the Bank’s Internet Site to obtain a copy of the software and they must have an account at the bank to use the software.  This will eliminate the need for the associated costs of handling, sells and testing.  The participating bank will incur these costs as part of their service.  And, finally, the bank has the option to set the price of the software above or below it’s cost, so that advertising and the Internet Site Services could be profitable and/or bank’s customer could receive a good deal.

The owner of the account must know the account name, partial account number and his password to obtain assess to the banking software.  If the owner cannot produce this information than the banking software will terminate the session and report the intrusion to the bank.  The account holder who is getting unauthorized records or files will be automatically locked from the banking software and reported to that bank.


The standard in the computer industry is to scramble a file.  In contrast, banking software scrambles each record of the file.  The owner will have many formats that protect his account. Every transaction with the bank is recorded by this banking software and can only be assessed by the bank through the use of passwords.  The interesting thing is that the software goes directly to the banks and their customers over the same lines that are use today.

The bank may advertise over their secured line that was created for the bank.  The bank may advertise their products or their customer’s product.  In order to advertise the bank must contact the Sales Division.  They will implement or create the advertisement for the bank or the bank customers.  Once the bank has been approved the advertisement, it will be up the Office Division through the Sales Division to update the bank’s PC computer with the advertisement.  The Sales Division will notify the bank of the advertisement implementation.

The Internet is simple phone line that goes through an ISP.  The thieves know the software and hardware of the Internet.  They know how to get around the ISP and other protections of the Internet.  We provide the bank customer with the same process they have today, but we offer the banks and the bank customer with the security of the future.
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